Revitalization of historic quarters in contemporarycity
At the end of September 2015, at the office of Ancient QuarterManagement Board, a discussion has been held with aJapanese researcher group about Asian historic quarters from Yokhohama City University (Japan).

The research program has been conducted in three years in eight cities, e.gHanoi (Vietnam), Incheon (South Korea), Makati (Philippines), Taipei (Taiwan), Penang (Malaysia), Bangkok (Thailand,) and Yokohama (Japan) with the objective to exchange, learn, compare and evaluate the efforts in protecting the historic urban space.

Prof-Dr Noboharu Suzuki - Yokohama City University, Dr. Mariko Fujioka, and PhD candidateSaoriKashihara, University of Tokyo have a debatewith architect Pham Tuan Long, deputy head of Ancient Quarter management Board and Dr Le Quynh Chi–Vice leader of Urban Planning Department, Hanoi University of Civil Engineering.

Asian cities in the history of urbanization in the 20th century have many things in common including facing with many challenges ofwar, natural disasters and rapid urban development ... , resulting in degradinghistoric urban spaces, replacing the traditional trade activities byglobal ones, and expansion of motorized transport , leading to thegradually loss of cultural values, blur local identities and memories of places - the implicit butimportantvalue in city sustainable development.
Prof-Dr Noboharu Suzuki - Head of international research and training group of Arts & Sciences & Community planning - Yokohama City University, said: in the last 10 years, Asian cities have noticed more researches and realization to preserve and promote the spiritual and physicalvalues of historic quarters in the city, but also face remarkable decline in the quantity and quality of historic quarters in 8 cities, especially the decreaseof traditional businesses with artisanspeople, which originally form the historical neighbourhood.
The question is how to resurrect historic quarters in modern cities, how historic quarterscontribute more positively to the modern life of city and also create special attraction, increase the competitiveness of cities in the trend of globalisation
Street scene in 1960 was reconstructed and modernized (Motomachi shopping street) and Chinatown in Yokohama are attractive locations tolocal people as well as visitors.

Dr-Architect Le Quynh Chi, Hanoi university of Civil Engineering, said, in 2015 the University of civil engineering in cooperation with the Hanoi Ancient Quarter Management Boardsuccessfully organized international training program with the participants from 9 countries. The participants have studied the areas surrounding the Dong Xuan market, reorganized the space to serve the development of trade while preserve the traditionallylandscape- the proposalof group students of University of civil engineering has won high award of AIAC - annually prestigious award sponsored by UNESCO for students majoring in architecture.
Architect Pham Tuan Long, vice-chairmanof Ancient Quarter Management Boardintroduced renovation project on Ta Hien Street, Lan Ong Street. Along with the upgrading of road infrastructure, lighting, façade restoration, AncientQuarter Management Board organised pedestrian streets, street festival activities and traditional cultural activities in the relics.
What is remarkable is the influence of landscape restoration projects and street activityorganisation has enabled the participation of community: The owners of shop houses self-embellished architecture, signage, lighting, furniturestallswith attention to exploit traditional decorative details, to use local materials.
Especially, in this autumn toy-market , Vietnamese traditional toys prevail. In the future, the Ancient Quarter Board will conduct surveys, research DienHung Ward - Thang Long citadel has existed since 11-15 century (now is the Hang Duong street), with the overallapproach method includingarchitecture, technical infrastructure ,society science, culture, history ... coordinating experts from various fields.
Like other Asian cities, preserving HanoiAncient Quarter is a controversial issue in a developing society where there are many priority targets.The sharing international experience have brought encouraging results. Hopefully,with active creation and willingness to learn, the old quarters, historic space, handicraftvillages, traditionalstreets of Hanoi will have new revitalisation.
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